


The RLJA improves and builds upon prior legislation to
comprehensively address gaps and harmful systems
that negatively affect the health of people who
become pregnant in Illinois. This bill also establishes a
coherent and comprehensive infrastructure to improve
health system capacity to provide reproductive health
care to Illinois residents as well as those traveling from
out of state in search of legal abortion. 

Encourage others to read
about HB003 on our website

Reach out to us or the RLJA's
Chief sponsor in the House,
Representative Mary Flowers
if you have questions,
concerns, or suggestions
about the contents of the bill

Join the list of supporters to
add your logo to the materials
distributed to the public and
legislators 

How you can support RLJA:

BILL SUMMARY 
The Reproductive Liberty and Dignity Act is a package
of amendments to existing statutes.                                                                                                                       

Strengthen local reproductive health system capacity
such that influx of out-of-state abortion patients does
not compound perinatal health inequities:                                                                                                                    

Section 10: Adds Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) for scholarships and loan forgiveness to
grow and diversify the reproductive health workforce. 
Section 20: Adds a new section to the Birth Center Licensing Act which specifies that a licensed
birth center that provides recovery services that are specifically tailored to the needs of pregnant
and postpartum patients with Substance Use Disorder shall be eligible to receive funding through
the Department of Human Services.                                                                                                                             

a.

b.

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Ensures information disclosed to providers of reproductive
health care services remains private and confidential.

Section 5: Adds definition of "Plans of Safe Care" to the
Substance Use Disorder Act; requires the Substance Use
Prevention and Recovery division at Dept. of Human
Services, in consultation with
the Illinois Perinatal Quality Collaborative (ILPQC) to
develop a standardized "Plan of Safe Care" form to
support collaborative discharge planning. 
Section 30: amends the Abused and Neglected Child
Reporting Act so that evidence of prenatal substance
use is not grounds for a child maltreatment report to
DCFS. Replaces regular maltreatment report to DCFS.
Replaces regular maltreatment report with a “CAPTA
notification” to DCFS which cannot be used as evidence
against a gestational parent in DCFS court cases
currently.                                                                                                  

c.

d.
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Affirms rights of parents experiencing
stillbirth in Illinois (Liam’s Law): 

Section 45: Codifies current Adverse
Pregnancy Outcomes Reporting System
(APORS) reporting protocol to reflect
inclusion of Substance Affected Infants. 
Section 55: Amends Juvenile Court Act of
1987 (Amends Section 2-3 and 2-18) such
that positive tests result is not presumed
evidence of unfitness of a parent.        
Section 60: Amends Adoption Act such that
positive tests result is not presumed
evidence of unfitness of a parent.                                                                                                                                 

Section 35: Repeals Section 4.4 of ANCRA in order to remove mandated reporter requirements
while assuring that Illinois achieves compliance with federal CAPTA/CARA requirements. 
Section 40: Amends Medical Patient Rights Act replacing "generally accepted
medical standards" with ACOG consensus documents affirmed on or
after January 1, 2019. Adds Section 3.5 which explicitly states that
providers cannot disclose information
about prenatal substance use to DCFS
or to law enforcement without a warrant                                                                                                                     

e.
  
f.

g.

h.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Section  15: Amends the Hospital Licensing
Act requiring hospitals to provide a written
notification to brief parents their right to receive a certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth and that this form shall be known as a "Liam's Law Notice".  
Section 50:  "Liam's Law notice"  amends Section 20.5 of the Vital Records Act such that stillbirth
certificate shall be called a "certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth" to prevent confusion with a
fetal death certificate; from 20 weeks or at least 350 grams (consistent with CDC and CHS).                            

i.

j.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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